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To:  Montana Business and Labor Committee

Re:  House Bill 665: Licensure and Regulation of Athletic Trainers
From: Elizabeth Tkeda, PT, DPT, MS, MTC, OCS

Date: February 20, 2007

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

My name is Elizabeth (Beth) Ikeda and I am an Associate Professor of Physical Therapy (PT) at
The University of Montana. I have taught in the Physical Therapy Program for 17 years and
have taught athletic training (AT) students in classes within our curriculum prior to our
conversion to the Doctor of Physical Therapy degree. In the past, I acted as a consultant for the
AT program during their accreditation. In addition, I am board certified in Orthopaedic Physical
Therapy and practice part time. I see a variety of patients, including collegiate and professional
athletes.

Thank you for allowing me to speak today in support of HB 665 as presented by Representative
Arntzen. This bill will protect athletes in organized sports from receiving care provided by
unqualified personnel. In addition, it appropriately designates the population that athletic
trainers have been educated to serve.

Physical therapists were opposed to this bill in its earliest form at the 2005 legislative session.
This opposition has been referred to as a “turf war.” It may have appeared that way, but let me
assure you that this has always been an issue of PUBLIC SAFETY. Granting licensure is an
assurance that the licensee is qualified to do the job for which he/she was trained. I have
summarized the differences in education between AT’s and PT’s on the yellow handout. The AT
didactic education is directed toward the care of competitive athletes and the AT practical
experience is almost entirely with collegiate athletes. Therefore, based on educational
requirements, athletic trainers should be licensed to work exclusively with athletes.

I support this bill as currently written.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Tkeda

3036 Queen St.
Missoula, MT 59801
406-728-6858
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